CHAPTER XIX

CATHERINE DE5 MEDICI

Born 1519. (Marned 1533 ) Died 1589

(l)   THE FIRST  FORTY  YEARS  OF   HER  LIFE

MODERN history has requirements of which former genera-
tions seldom dreamt. In former days the method which as a
rule commended itself to both writer and reader was one by
which characters in history were labelled as "bad" or "good,"
and little attempt made at any further discrimination. The
fact was lost sight of that, since real characters are more
complex than this, such a method produces figures unlike any
men or women who ever lived, and so gives us distorted views
of history. Again, while much more information is available
now than formerly, it is also coming to be seen that actions
belonging to a bygone age must be judged upon a different
principle to that hitherto in vogue. Thus a writer of our time
has pointed out that "while with a former generation it was
natural to lavish indiscriminate condemnation upon all char-
acters in history who took a different course to that which
would now be taken by any one, modern conceptions of the
proper attitude of mind in one who deals with history require
him to strive to enter impartially into the feelings of all his
characters." x

In order to avoid that tendency to create impossible figures
which is so severely condemned by the modern view of the
matter, and arrive at that more discriminate estimate of his-
torical characters now deemed imperative, probably no re-
quirement is more essential than that we should put ourselves
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